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merly a Democrat who possessed exceptional
skill as a campaigner, and immediately the
struggle waxed hot and became fierce. These
antagonists were both in their prime and each
had seen enough of public life to sharpen their
weapons of offense and defense and to give
poise in the stress of battle. Kirkwood in those
days was like a skilled swordsman, adroit, cool,
knew his ground and always aggressive. Dodge
was stately, military in bearing, a stickler for
the old regimen. He invoked the constitution
as interpreted in the Dred Scott decision and
plead for the binding character and inviola-
bility of the Fugitive Slave Law. He plead for
the Union and predicted dire disaster if the
decision and the law were ever repealed. But
Kirkwood was the better debater, more impas-
sioned and was abreast with the anti-slavery
tide; while Dodge caught by the receding
waters of the old feudality which he failed to
see could never again flow back, was carried out
and engulfed in inevitable defeat. The world
was changing and searching out a new orbit.

"The campaign included a series of joint de-
bates between these candidates, and the people
came in multitudes to hear. A part of the dis-
cussion related to the Fugitive Slave Law. I
was present at the Bloomfield encounter and it
was a titanic struggle. Kirkwood drew a pic-
ture of a slave mother with a babe in her arms